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The two most important subjects currently being considered by 
the Central Works Council (COR) are FOM’s new strategic plan for 
2010-2015 and the plans to relocate the FOM Institute for Plasma 
Physics Rijnhuizen to Eindhoven and to accommodate FELIX/FELICE 
at Radboud University Nijmegen.

SOEST 2010

Two representatives from the COR shall participate in the strategic 
consultation with external stakeholders this month (SOEST 2010). 
The aim of this consultation is to discuss and refi ne the draft 
strategic plan so that a fi nal version of the plan can be presented 
after the summer. As part of its preparations for this meeting, the 
COR participated in a three-day training event to discover what it 
considers to be the most important issues. We shall concentrate on 
personnel policy. Furthermore, we also want the fi nal strategic plan 
to be clearly presented to the employees. During the training event, 
Wim van Saarloos explained the draft strategic plan. An important 
aspect is the scientifi c focus on the subject energy. 

COR and Rijnhuizen Works Council cooperate on the 
issue of Rijnhuizen

The focus on energy has led to the plan of relocating Rijnhuizen to 
the campus of Eindhoven University of Technology and expanding it 
into an institute for fundamental energy research. The FELIX/FELICE 
component shall be accommodated at Radboud University Nijme-
gen. All of this has enormous consequences for the employees at 
Rijnhuizen. The COR shall issue an advice about the intended 
decision and shall do so in close cooperation with the local works 
council of Rijnhuizen (ORR). A committee made up of both COR and 
ORR members shall prepare the recommendations on this subject. 

New COR members

There have been several changes in the membership of the COR 
since the last FOM expres. For example, Maaike Milder has left us 
because she has completed her PhD research at AMOLF. Miranda 
van Es has taken her place. Furthermore, Joke van Vugt has been 
a COR member since January on behalf of the constituency of 
Radboud University Nijmegen and Eindhoven University of 
Technology.

Want to know more?

If you are interested in the Central Works Council’s activities 
then please contact your local representative or take a look at our 
website www.fom.nl/cor. There you can fi nd our latest news. 
You can also keep abreast of the latest developments by registering 
to receive the agendas and minutes of the meetings via cor@fom.nl. 
(IdV) 
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The machinery you are working with should be safe, 
and you should possess the necessary expertise to 
work with it. On top of that, how you work is 
important. Work safely to ensure personal safety.

The basic rule is that you can only work with 
machinery for which you have the required expertise. 
If you do not have this then leave the work to 
someone else or obtain proper instruction. When you 
construct or modify equipment yourself then all 
safety aspects must be properly considered and 
carefully documented.

Even if the machine itself is safe, you can still put 
yourself and your colleagues at risk if you fail to 
operate it in a safe manner. You should of course 
operate all machinery in accordance with its 
instructions for use and observe the prevailing safety 
regulations at your place of work. The surroundings 
of the machine should be kept clean and free of 
obstacles and any moving parts must be shielded. 
Any maintenance or cleaning should be done 
when the equipment is switched off, and with the 

During a training 
event in Heeswijk-Dinter 

in March, the COR studied, 
among other things, 

the strategic plan for the 
future of FOM.
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should never be used for cleaning, as it 
produces too much noise and you are 
likely to blow metal splinters back into 
the machine, or even worse, into your 
own or your colleagues eyes! If your 
machine suffers defects or breaks 
down then report this immediately to 
your supervisor, even if you are capable 
of doing the repairs yourself.

Always try to work in a manner that 
automatically ensures personal safety 

without the need for any additional 
measures. However, when this is not 
possible you have to make sure you use 
proper personal protection, like safety 
glasses, appropriate footwear, close-
fi tting clothes without loose items and 
protection for long hair. Hearing 
protection should always be worn in 
noisy environments. 

Machinery – use it safely!

Strategic plan and relocation Rijnhuizen

COR


