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Promoties
  Menelaos Tsiakiris, Top quark production 

cross-section in proton-proton collisions at ��s = 7 
TeV, 19 september 2012, Universiteit van Amsterdam, 
promotor prof.dr. S.C.M. Bentvelsen, copromotoren 
dr. P. Ferrari en dr. S. Klous, FOM-Nikhef

  Jesper Christian Romers, Topological order in 
condensed matter physics, 25 september 2012, 
Universiteit van Amsterdam, promotoren prof.dr. 
C.J.M. Schoutens en prof.dr.ir. F.A. Bais, werkgroep 
FOM-A-25

  Frank Bakker, Thermoelectric effects in magnetic 
nanostructures, 5 oktober 2012, Rijksuniversiteit 
Groningen, promotor prof.dr.ir. B.J. van Wees, 
werkgroep FOM-G-08
Het is verrassend dat lading- en warmtetransport in 
nanostructuren, opgebouwd uit een groot aantal verschil-
lende lagen, in de praktijk zo goed beschreven kunnen 
worden met relatief eenvoudige theoretische modellen. 

  Ido Mussche, Measurements on top quark pairs 
in proton collisions recorded with the ATLAS detector, 
9 oktober 2012, Universiteit van Amsterdam, 
promotor prof.dr. S. Bentvelsen, copromotor 
dr. P. Ferrari, FOM-Nikhef

  Daan van Eijk, Ageing and the decay of beauty, 
radiation hardness of the LHCb outer tracker and 
time-dependent CP violation using Bs

O → J/�� decays, 
15 oktober 2012, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, 
promotoren prof.dr. M.H.M. Merk en prof.dr. H.G. Raven, 
copromotor dr. N. Tuning, FOM-Nikhef

  Giorgi Labadze, Electromechanics of suspended 
nanowires, 15 oktober 2012, Technische Universiteit 
Delft, promotor prof.dr.ir. G.E.W. Bauer, copromotor 
dr. Y.M. Blanter, werkgroep FOM-D-09
De invoering van digitale leermiddelen middels interactieve 
software op middelbare scholen is een stap richting 
gepersonaliseerd onderwijs. 

  David Fokkema, The HiSPARC cosmic ray experi-
ment, data acquisition and reconstruction of shower 
direction, 17 oktober 2012, promotor prof.dr.ing. 
B. van Eijk, copromotor dr. J. Steijger, FOM-Nikhef

  Gianluca Rago, Looking at life through molecular 
vibrations, biomedical applications of CARS spectro-
microscopy, 18 oktober 2012, Universiteit van 
Amsterdam, promotor prof.dr. M. Bonn, FOM-instituut 
AMOLF

  Kamila Chughtai, Multimodal imaging of hypoxia 
in breast cancer, 5 november 2012, Universiteit 
Utrecht, promotoren prof. dr. R.M.A. Heeren en 
prof.dr. K. Glunde, FOM-instituut AMOLF

  Adam Lassise, Miniaturized RF technology for 
femtosecond electron microscopy, 7 november 2012, 
Technische Universiteit Eindhoven, promotor prof.
dr.ir. O.J. Luiten, copromotor dr.ir. P.H.A. Mutsaers, 
werkgroep FOM-E-04

  Irene Niessen, Improving predictions for 
SUSY cross sections, soft-gluon resummation for 
SUSY-QCD, 8 november 2012, Radboud Universiteit 
Nijmegen, promotor prof.dr. R.H.P. Kleiss, copromotor 
dr. W.J.P. Beenakker, werkgroep FOM-N-01

  Martin Frimmer, Spontaneous emission near 
resonant optical antennas, 14 november 2012, 
Universiteit van Amsterdam, promotor 
prof.dr. A.F. Koenderink, FOM-instituut AMOLF

  Gijs van den Oord, Recursion, Monte Carlo 
and vector boson scattering at hadron colliders, 
15 november 2012, Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen, 
promotoren prof.dr. R.H.P. Kleiss en 
prof.dr. S.C.M. Bentvelsen, werkgroep FOM-N-01

  Julia Jungmann. Active pixel detectors for mass 
spectrometry imaging, 19 november 2012, 
Universiteit Utrecht, promotor prof.dr. R.M.A. Heeren, 
FOM-instituut AMOLF

  Eric Louis, Physics and technology development 
of mulitlayer euv refl ective optics, 23 november 2012, 
Universiteit Twente, promotor prof.dr. F. Bijkerk, 
FOM-instituut DIFFER  
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Increasing fi nancial cutbacks mean we need to 
become even more effi cient still. FOM’s most 
valuable ‘product’ is the PhD student. The Central 
Works Council (COR) questioned how the production 
process of ‘gaining a PhD’ could be optimised. 

Optimisation had been discussed for several years 
but was put high on the agenda during the Monday 
evening meeting prior to Physics@FOM Veldhoven 
2011. During that meeting FOM addressed the 
workgroup leaders, present at Veldhoven, about the 
large differences in PhD completion times and 
success rates. Ultimately a fi xed completion time for 
a PhD programme and a high success rate are in the 
interest of FOM as an organisation, the PhD student 
as an employee, and physics in the Netherlands as a 
whole! The message was taken to heart and AMOLF, 
for example, introduced the 3P (PhD Project Planning) 
programme.

The COR also investigated the issue: we itemised 
the various interests and infl uences that play a rol 
in the completion of the PhD research. We used this 
to publish our own vision for possible optimisation 
in the PhD process. This document can be found on 
our website www.fom.nl/COR or www.fom.nl/
centralworkscouncil.

A sneak preview: all of the parties involved have 
different interests. Scientists, for example, sometimes 
hide behind the motto ‘Research cannot be planned!’ 
Of course you can plan research – PhD students learn 
that during the FOM course Taking Charge of your 
PhD Project. This motto, however, masks the underly-
ing wish of every curiosity-driven researcher to be 
able to pull out more time for research when 
necessary: you never know when an interesting and 
unknown phenomenon might occur! And from this 
perspective there is always pressure for FOM, 
workgroup leaders and PhD students to extend the 
PhD period slightly. After all, fi nal year PhD students 
can use the knowledge and experience they have 
gained so far to easily obtain the extra results needed.

However, this is not the only consideration. FOM 
simply does not have the funding needed to stretch 
research budgets without limit. Furthermore PhD 
students are not always aware of just how harmful 
the lack of a completion date is. Many only start to 
think about the next step in their career after 
completing their PhDs. And those who do start the 
job search at an earlier stage, especially those 
pursuing a non-academic path, soon realise that you 
cannot get away with saying ‘I am looking for a job 
starting in April, but it might also be September.’

We are now two years further and just a few 
weeks away from Physics@FOM Veldhoven 2013. 
Unfortunately, cutbacks are increasingly being 
felt in fundamental research. So the COR has asked 
FOM to remind workgroup leaders of what is good for 
PhD students. We would also like the FOM course 
‘Taking Charge of your PhD Project’ to tackle these 
subjects. 

Improving effi ciency is a continuous process. 
Can you see any other possibilities for optimising 
processes within FOM? Then let us know about your 
ideas via cor@fom.nl or visit one of our monthly 
meetings.   

The COR 
wishes everyone 
a prosperous   
2013!

Taking charge of our PhD’s


