
Building on the success of the previous editions 
of the Young Scientists’ Day, FOM is organising 
this event again on Thursday 12 December 
2013. Both FOM PhDs and FOM postdocs are 
invited to attend. The event will be held at Casa 
400 in Amsterdam.
Participation is free of charge. Please 
encourage your young researchers to register 
and participate in this event.

Programme

Participants can look forward to an interesting 
programme aimed at developing and acquiring 
the personal skills and knowledge needed for a 

professional career. Besides taking part in 
workshops, they can also listen to former 
FOM employees talking about their careers.

Registration

All FOM PhDs and FOM postdocs 
will receive an invitation together 
with a detailed programme in 
October. 

Save the date: 

Thursday 12 December 2013.  

 www.fom.nl/ysd
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What FOM research do you do?

Why did you become a member 
of the COR and what do you hope 

to achieve with this?

How have you experienced 
the COR membership so far? 

What do you fi nd 
surprising/pleasant?

Who is your favourite Nobel Prize 
winner for physics and why? 

Marieke Snelder (PhD)
COR member for 
University of Twente. 

I work with topological insulators, mainly in 
combination with superconductors. Topological 
insulators are materials that are conducting on 
the surface but insulating in the bulk. The aim 
of the research is to create Majorana fermions 
and to manipulate these so that they can be 
used to perform quantum calculations. 

I was already interested in all the ins and outs 
of how an organisation like FOM works. 
So for me, being able to contribute ideas to that 
process and let my voice be heard is a fantastic 
opportunity. Furthermore, there had not been 
a COR representative from the University of 
Twente for some time and I felt it was important 
that somebody could speak on behalf of the 
FOM employees at this location. These two 
factors led me to put myself forward as a 
candidate. 

I really like it! The current COR that I am a 
member of is both pleasant and highly 
committed. We have set clear goals and have 
examined what we want to achieve within this 
two-year period. Everyone also seems to be 
resolute about this. The communication from 
FOM is also quite open and we are kept well 
informed. So in a short space of time you get 
to know a lot about FOM. Furthermore, the 
cooperation is very pleasant. 

Heike Kamerlingh Onnes who discovered the 
phenomenon of superconductivity in 1911. 
I’ve always found superconductivity fascinating. 
During my degree in applied physics I 
increasingly specialised in superconductivity 
and it still plays an important role in the 
research I do.  

Veer Keizer (PhD)
Deputy COR chair and member for 
Leiden University. 

At Leiden University I do incredibly interesting 
research in a multidisciplinary group 
(biophysics, optical physics, chemistry and 
biology). With the help of golden nanorods we 
are trying to image the dynamic processes in 
the nucleus of a living cell so that we can 
unravel these processes at the level of single 
molecules.

Good question; I felt it would be a good idea to 
bring the COR closer to people. If everybody 
knows who the COR is and fi nds it easy to 
approach us then as far as I am concerned we 
will have succeeded. Furthermore, I thought it 
would be really interesting to fi nd out more 
about an organisation like FOM and to become 
more closely involved in it. 

Up until now I’ve really enjoyed it. With a fun 
group of people there is always something to 
discuss. Everybody has a different background 
(different university or FOM institute and a 
different position). Most surprising of all 
perhaps was the click I have with every subject. 
Before I joined the COR, I thought that I would 
only want to be a member of the communica-
tions committee. But now I fi nd every 
committee interesting.

My favourite physics Nobel Prize winner… 
hmm… probably Frits Zernike (Nobel Prize 
1953), for his invention of the phase contrast 
microscope. Not only because he is Dutch but 
mainly because he worked in many different 
disciplines, something that I really appreciate. 
Without his discoveries, I could never have done 
my research.  

Joost van den Berg (PhD)
COR member for 
University of Groningen.

I investigate the deceleration and trapping of 
diatomic molecules to test fundamental 
symmetries in physics. For the deceleration 
we use a so-called Stark decelerator with 
ring electrodes. The construction of that 
fi ve-metre-long decelerator and the trapping 
of strontium monofl uoride molecules for the 
fi rst time in the world is my subject. 

In view of the uncertain future of the KVI, my 
colleagues at the KVI and I felt it was important 
that one of us should take a seat in the COR. 
I proved to have the most interest for this and 
I also received the backing of my colleagues. 
My aim was to ensure that the employees are 
clearly heard by the FOM directorate during 
such a period of uncertainty.

I really enjoy being a member of the COR. 
The COR has a very diverse membership, 
which makes it a lot of fun. I found the training 
surprising: because the group is so pleasant 
you can learn a lot from each other even 
when you are doing weird exercises that 
physicists are not normally inclined to do. 
Fortunately, however, we laugh a lot in the 
COR in between the sometimes diffi cult 
discussions.

Einstein (Nobel Prize 1921). Just like me he 
was born on World Pi day (14 March). 
His theory of relativity is also fascinating: 
completely counterintuitive, but the principles 
are so surprisingly simple that with a bit of 
logical thought, you should be able to come 
up with it yourself. That nobody beat him to 
it shows, however, that it is something very 
special.  

About the COR
Would you like to know 
more about the COR and 
the other COR members? 
Then take a look at: 

  www.fom.nl/cor
  www.fom.nl/centralworkscouncil

Three members 
of the COR 
introduce 

themselves 
to you.
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12 December 2013  |  FOM Young Scientists’ Day
for FOM PhDs and FOM postdocs
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